THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

It might be thought that so lukewarm a reprimand
would suffice Castellio.   But he had made up his mind
otherwise.     This affair merely served to confirm his
previous opinion that there was no room for a free spirit
in Geneva under the dictatorship of a tyrant like Calvin
He therefore begged the Council to relieve him of his
office.    From this first trial of strength, and from his
adversary's tactics, he had learned enough to know that
political partisans deal arbitrarily with truth when they
want what they call truth to serve their policy.  Castellio
plainly foresaw that his frank and manly rejection of
office and dignity would only make his enemy spread
hints that Castellio had lost his position for some sort of
misconduct.  Before leaving Geneva, therefore, Castellio
demanded a written report about the affair.  Calvin had
no choice but to sign this report, which is still extant
among State documents in the library at Basle. There we
read that Castellio was refused appointment as preacher
merely because of two theological deviations concerning
matters of trifling importance.  Here is the actual word-
ing of the latter part of the report: "That no one may
form a false idea of the reasons for the departure of
Sebastian Castellio, we all declare that he has voluntarily
resigned his position as rector at the College, and up till
now performed his duties in such a way that we regarded
him worthy to become one of our preachers.   If, in the
end, the affair was not thus arranged, this is not because
any fault has been found in Castellio's conduct, but
merely for the reasons previously indicated."

Calvin had certainly gained a victory by securing the
expulsion from Geneva of the only man who could stand
up against him; but this victory was indubitably Pyrrhic.
Castellio was highly esteemed, and many regarded his
departure as a serious loss to the city. It was publicly
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